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Short Story Evaluation: Strays by Mark Richard
Introduction
Strays is a short story talking about two young boys who were abandoned by their parents and left under the care of their alcoholic and gambling uncle. The author uses a wide range of elements and language to make the story humorous and to hook up the reader. For example, the author uses simple language to explain evocative events e.g. “but our mother that morning pulls all the preserves off the shelves onto the floor, sticks my brother and my Easter Sunday drawings in her mouth (p.4).” “There is an exploded chicken on the grill of Uncle Trash’s car (p.9).” In these two sentence the author casually uses passive language to create humor as well as absurdity to hook up the reader. Strays is a short story that contains both structural and character elements which helps the reader think about the actions, themes, as well as the context of the story. 
Body
Specific elements incorporated in the story include: the theme, the plot, characterization, settings, and the point of view, which all contribute to what makes up the short story. The theme or the main idea of the story is an expression of a conflict happening in a family’s life. The story begins with the two boys being left by their parents under the care of an alcoholic and gambling uncle. Also, the story goes ahead to tell how stray dogs came to their home and scratched their backs on their bed boards and finally getting burned in the house. The title of the story indicates some connection between the boys and the stray dogs. 
The story takes place in America as the narrator talks about the “colored” boy who rides the bicycle and the Whites where he states that “White people generally don’t go into Cut (pg.8).” This tells more about the setting of the story. There are many ways in which the author reveals the personalities of his characters. The author is mindful of how he reveals the personalities of his characters. For example, the personality of Uncle Trash is revealed by his actions of alcoholism and as someone who has a problem with gambling. By so doing, the author lets the reader judge the characters for themselves. Both the two boys, their parents, and the uncle, are round and flat characters who tend to play a significant role in the story. They help create a conflict that exists between human beings and values upheld in the society. As the story continues to uncover, the author lets the reader get a good sense of the type of characters who are playing different roles in the story. 
The story is told in the first person narrative as the author is the one telling it. This also means that he is part of the story he is narrating. The use of “I” clearly indicates that the author was sharing his experiences in the story and, therefore, speaking about himself. This point of view makes the story a “first person narrative.” While Uncle Trash is not the best with kids, he makes the story flow with a level of enjoyment. The kind of enjoyment portrayed in the story contributes to the plot of the story. The plot begins with some sort of conflict before it progresses to the climax and then to the resolution. The rising action gets the readers interested to continue reading the story. The conflict occurred at the beginning of the story when the mother of the two boys left them in the house and when their father went to find her leaving them with uncle Trash. The name “Trash” also has some symbolic meaning. It is used to portray a person who perhaps is dirty or untidy. The story has multiple layers of symbolism e.g. the name symbolism (Trash), which improves the reader’s understanding of the story. The strays is an obvious symbol whose meaning revolves around the trap or a tragic existence of the boys. Readers could be tempted to think that there was a connection between the strays and the boys. In fact, there was no coincidence the fire happened to both of them or were caught in events that were bigger than them.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The short story creates a lot of humor to the audience as the author uses a language that is not only humorous, but simple to understand. It also incorporates all structural and character elements, which helps bring out the best of the story. The plot of the story is coherent enough to an extent of persuading the reader to care about what was really happening. In other words, the rising action of the story gets the readers interested while the conflict or struggles the family was experiencing makes them react in a certain manner. All the elements discussed in this paper make strays a great story. 
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